CALIFORNIA LICENSED FORESTERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

GoToMeeting
Tuesday, April 20, 2021
6:00 pm
Minutes

Jason Wells called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm.

Board members present:  Robert Little, Gwyndolyn Ozard, Joe Starr, Matt Bissell, Chris Dow, Ariel Roughton, George Gentry, Jeremy Wright, & Mark Pugsley

Board members absent:  Ricky Shurtz

Others present:  Kathleen Burr, Katherine Benedict, Charll Stoneman, & Bob Broderick
March Meeting minutes - George Gentry moved with a second by Joe Starr to approve the March Board minutes. Motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurers – Joe Starr & Kathleen Burr reported:
· Profit & Loss – Net Income - $31,513.27
· Balance Sheet – Total liabilities & Equity - $326,949.28
· Managed Accounts:

· Archaeology – Balance $33,334.56
· CLFA Scholarship – Balance $30,848.92
· Hazel Jackson – Balance $3,498.69
· Roy Richards – Balance $9,806.12
· Profit & Loss:

· Income is at 59.52% of projected

· Expenses are at 39.82% of projected
George Gentry moved with a second by Jeremy Wright to approve the April Financials.  Motion passed unanimously.
Correspondence – 

· Email from John Kessler regarding AB322
Membership - Kathleen Burr reported:
· No new members this month.
CALFIRE Archaeology Program Update – Kathleen Burr reported:
· March 5-day class well received with no problems.
· Two refreshers are coming up in May.  All participants have received their confirmation email and were notified, in this email, that if they and concerns attending this class in person to contact Len Nielson. 

Committee Reports: 
· Outreach:
· Scholarships – Chris Dow
· Working on the scholarship report to the Board.  Chris felt new incoming Board members should make recommendations on the scholarship process.

Forest Practice – Katherine Benedict reported:
CLFA Board Member Action Items 
· Review the Board Guidance Memorandum outline, which, when completed, aims to provide botanical scoping, assessment, and protection guidance for botanical resources in the Timber Harvest process. The CFLA Board could provide comments on items the licensed forester community would like additional guidance on or prepare to provide future input on the provided guidance when the Board of Forestry develops it.
Next Month’s Agenda Items:
· Forest Practice Committee: Board Guidance Memorandum on botanical resource concerns, Broadcast Burning definition changes 

· Management Committee: Less than 3 AC Conversion rule plead, Utility and Public Agency ROW rule plead, Timberland “crop of trees” definition discussion

· Resource Protection Committee: Permanent Rulemaking for Fire Safe Regulations

April 2021 BOF Meeting Summary

Attendees 
Board Members: Chairman Gilless, Members Chase, Wade, Jani, Delbar, Husari, Wheeles, and Los Huertos

Other Attendees (commenters only): BOF Staff (Eric Hedge, Matt Dias, Edith Hannigan), Cal Fire (Thomas Porter, Eric Huff, Dennis Hall), CDFW (Elliot Chasen, Cristin Walters), members of the public

Topics Covered
Committee Reports

· Management Committee 

· Less Than 3 Acre Conversion Exemption Rule Plead

· The updated rule plead extends the timeline for Timber Operations from 1 year to 5 years and from 2 years to 7 years for conversation activities, with an additional 2 year extension option by amendment if “Good Cause is Shown”.

· There was concern over the phrase “Good Cause is Shown” being a discretionary action in a ministerial document; this will be reviewed by the Board before the next meeting.

· There was discussion about the possible creation of two separate conversion exemptions: one for transformative conversions (i.e. housing construction, concrete pouring, commercial development, etc.) and one for ‘temporal’ conversions (i.e. agricultural conversions or other activities that do not permanently remove the capacity to grow a crop of trees in the future). The Board does not want to delay the rule package, so this will likely be discussed under a different rule package further down the line. 

· Utility Right of Way Conversion Exemption Rule Plead
· The primary update to this rule plead is the inclusion of a prevision that the utility shall not impair the ability of the landowner or Timber Owner to sell, barter, or trade the commercial species felled under this exemption and a requirement that the utility notify the landowner prior to cutting or removal of commercial tree species outside of the deeded easement area. 

· PG&E presented comments covering an overview of their vegetation management overview, their legal position, and their recommendations about the rule plead; PG&E personnel who made comments include Ty McCartney, Mark Krausse, Jessica Basillo, and Ryan Willis 

· PG&E asserted the legal position that their work doesn’t not meet the definition of Timber Operations due to the following reasons (1) PG&E cuts trees for the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of the facilities and never cuts trees for the purpose or intention to sale, barter, exchange or trade, (2) PG&E cutting trees for the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of our facilities does not convert the property to a new use each time they cut or trim a tree. The landowner determines the use of the property not PG&E, and the landowner can continue to use the property as they have after our work, outside the ROW, and (3) Danger Trees are removed individually and the area continues to be available for growing a crop of trees, so the removals do not constitute a conversion out of timberland uses.

· The Board plans to review PG&E’s comments and recommendations and try to integrate applicable comments prior to the May meeting.

· The Board requested any additional public comments be submitted by COB April 20th so they can be integrated into a revised plead in advance of the May meeting, which is when they hope to present this package to the Board to determine if they want to begin the 45-day review process. 

· Definition of “Crop of Trees” as it relates to Timberland to address Defensible Space standards; RPF Dean Lofthus’s comment letter, which identifies the conflict between the defensible space standards and the conversion of Timberland, was discussed again. 

· There was discussion about the appropriate width away from structures to not be considered Timberland, while still wanting to be able to offer a way to commercialize wood within that width.

· The Board will work on analyzing the impacts of changing this definition.

· Forest Practice Committee
· Botanical Issues with Timber Harvest Process
· A draft letter to Department of Fish and Wildlife regarding CNDDB membership continued to be reviewed; it will likely be sent out by the Board either this month or following next month’s Board meeting. 
· An outline for a future Board Guidance Memorandum providing botanical scoping, assessment, and protections for botanical resources was presented; at present this is just an outline and will be further developed prior to the May meeting
· Christin Walters (CDFW) stated CDFW wants guidance on botanical survey result submission (at present, when results are submitted as a minor amendment CDFW doesn’t get notified about it and then they don’t know to follow up) and guidance on foresters inputting CNDDB data from their surveys 
· Potential revision of Prohibition of Broadcast Burning for Slash Treatment in the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District

· Two options were provided, both of which allow for Broadcast Burning in the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast:

· Option 1: Changes the definition of Broadcast Burning; a document showing all of the spots where Broadcast Burning is used in the FPRs was provided. The Department supported this option in order to contemporize rules. This would make changes throughout the FPRs where Broadcast Burning is mentioned and some spots where Site Preparation is mentioned

· Option 2: Does not change the definition of Broadcast Burning.

· Option 1 was chosen to move forward with. It will be revised and reviewed at the May meeting; an ISOR will be developed for this plead.  

· Update on Reporting to the Legislature on Exemptions and Emergency Notices

· 1038c(6) (150’-300’ of structures) is the current focus, with a plan to have a report available this summer;  1038.3  (Forest Fire Prevention Exemption) and 1038f (Small Timberland Owner Exemption) sampling protocols are currently being developed.

· The draft report on the 1038c (150’ of structures) exemption monitoring will be presented in the May meeting

· Future Actions for Consideration based on 2021 Committee Priorities: 

· Some topics considered were: NSO (definition of Activity Center), RPF responsibility in Emergency Notices, clarification of slash treatments in Emergency Notice of Fuel Hazard Reduction, and Variable Retention rules

Full Board Meeting

· Executive Session – No reportable actions taken. 

· Consent Calendar Items –Motion confirmed unanimously to approve all consent calendar items. 

· Monthly Board Reports

· Chairman’s Report 

· CAL FIRE Director’s Report – Chief Thomas Porter

· Tahoe Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report will be certified by 4/8/2021

· 2021 FPR book is being printed and will be available in late April/early May

· CAL FIRE Fire Prevention Grant solicitation closes May 19th. 

· Over double the average acreage has already burned this year compared to this time in the past 5 years; Governor approved early staffing of CAL FIRE crews. Porter expressed concern over the low number of available hand crews and a desire to have stable, year-round hand crews. 

· Seedling availability will be covered in the next meeting.

· Executive Officer Report—Matt Diaz, Executive Office of BOF 

· Staffing Update: The Board is now fully staffed (15)

· The Legislative Update indicated a very busy legislative year, covering a wide range of topics. 

· An update on the Research Plan was presented by Dr. Russel Henly (CAL FIRE); the recommended priority research topics will be finalized in June.

· A Review of Lumber Assessment Regulations was presented and approved by the Board

· Santa Cruz County petitioned for the creation of an emergency rule making to address the time restrictions on Timber Operations in the county (no weekend operations) to address post-fire recovery 

· Report of the Regulations Program manager – Finding of Emergency for Fire safe Regulations – Edith Hannigan (Land Use Planning Program Manager, BOF Staff)

· The Board readopted the Finding of Emergency Fire Safe Regulation Applicability for use before the approval of the permanent rulemaking package, State Minimum Fire Safe Regulation, which will be going into 45-day review soon and was approved by the Board on March 22nd. 

· Report of the Standing Committees 

· Forest Practice Committee – Rich Wade, Committee Chair

· Botanical Issues:

· Review of the draft letter to CDFW regarding CNDDB subscription costs.

· Board Guidance Memorandum outline discussion

· Rule plead to address Broadcast Burning in Southern Subdistrict; changes are being made and will be brought back to Board with hopes of entering 45-Day review next month.

· Management Committee – Chris Chase, Committee Chair

· The Less Than 3 Acre Conversion Exemption Rule Plead was presented.

· Utility Exemption rule plead was presented. 

· The topic of Timberland “crop of trees” definition was discussed. 

· Resource Protections Committee – Darcy Wheeles, Committee Chair

· The San Diego County Safety Element report was reported on.

· The submission of results and recommendations from surveys for Subdivision Review and Surveying in San Luis Obispo County was discussed. Edith Hannigan (Board staff) shared that the Department is required to identify and survey subdivisions of over 30 homes with only one way in and out of them and give recommendations to improve fire safety. Recommendations can be attachments to the Survey and are sent to local governments and the residents in those communities.

· Draft Fire Risk Reduction Communities Rule Plead and Draft Initial Statement of Reasons were brought forward to the Board for consideration of beginning the 45-day Review process.

· Report of Board’s Advisory Committee

· Effectiveness Monitoring Committee Report by Member Sue Husari: The Board approved the 2020 Effectiveness Monitoring Committee Annual Report and Work plan
· Special Board Hearings/Reports

· PleSapsis (CAL FIRE)

· This presentation talked about how the Fire Hazard Severity Zone remapping was developed and the science and inputs that were used.

· The SRA map is developed and will be published in summer 2021; the Local Responsibility Areas map will start being developed this fall. Current maps were developed in 2007.

Licensing – Robert Little reported:
· Nominations for the Licensing committee were discussed.

· PFEV meets on May 20th.

· George Gentry provided an outline for a “forester in training” program and the process it would take to obtain a certification from CLFA.
· Please provide comments and recommendations.

· George just completed his first cohort of exam prep folks.  This cohort was not about being successful exam takers, but being successful professionals.  He will be starting another cohort of students for the October exam.  After this he would like this to be tied to those who take the prep seminar and would be a requirement for entry into the cohort.  The second requirement would for them to become an associate member of CLFA.  The three graders are currently George, Len Lindstrand, & Doug Piirto.  As this progresses, there will  

Legislation – Joe Starr reported
· AB322 – this bill would require the Energy Commission to consider, in the investment planning process for the EPIC program, bioenergy projects for biomass conversion.  CLFA was originally watching, this bill was shut down today.  This bill did not have much to do with licensed forestry.  Bill has been completely revised.  Joe will reach out to John Kessler regarding this bill.

· THP 2-year extension is moving forward.

· 150’ to 300’ defensible space exemption – extending the sunset date for five-years.  

· Good neighbor authority bill is moving forward.
· Certified Burn Boss liability bill AB575 is dead in the assembly, but SB332 moving forward in the senate.

· AB910 & AB912 there is no updates.

Water & Wildlife – Mark Pugsley reported
· CALVTP General Order Meeting- In summary the CALVTP program was developed with input from WQ and the General Order is just approving the streamlined permitting process for organizations conducting work under the CALVTP EIR.  Approval of Order is expected to occur at July 6th meeting.

· 2020-2025 Fiscal Year NonPoint Source (NPS) Implementation Plan has been approved. It includes a number of forestry related items.
· Fish and Game Commission - The Commission received one-year status review reports on petitions to list three species – 

· Clara Hunt’s milkvetch(only found in a couple cattle ranches in Sonoma County)- “DFW recommends that FGC find that the petitioned action to list Clara Hunt’s milkvetch as an endangered species is warranted, and further recommends implementing the management recommendations and recovery measures described in the status review”

· Upper Klamath-Trinity River spring Chinook salmon-” Based on the informationprovided, possessed, or received, DFW has concluded that there is not sufficient scientific  information available to justify classifying UKTSCS as endangered.”

· Northern California summer steelhead-” Based on the information provided, possessed, or received, DFW has concluded that there is not sufficient scientific information available to justify classifying northern California summer steelhead as endangered”

· The Commission will consider listing these species under the California Endangered Species Act at its June 6th meeting.

· The Commission granted CDFW six-month extensions to deliver the one-year status review reports on petitions for two species – mountain lion and Shasta snow-wreath(endemic to Lake Shasta Area) 

Old Business:
· Board nominations – no new Board nominations were received for the 2021/2022 term.
· Board member terms – The Board will be short two seats representing the northern region.

New Business:
· Next Board Meeting – May 22, 2021 GoToMeeting.  Ariel will take a poll to see if this could be an “in person” meeting.  Jason would like to have a couple “in person” meeting next year with a fieldtrip into the field to look at current projects.  Robert Little would to have in person meeting again – even if it is outside.
· Newsletter Articles due March 25, 2021 - email to Kathleen & Ariel
Robert Little moved with a second by Chris Dow to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  
The Board moved into closed session.

Board members present:  Ariel R, George G, Robert Little, Jason W, Matt B, Chris D, Jeremy W, Mark P, Gwyndolyn O.
Board member absent: Ricky S.

Others present:  None
Jason Wells moved with a second by Matt Bissell to update the Executive Director contract to have an effective date range of June 1- May 31st and to add a 3% coat of living increase annually for the next 2 years of the contract.   Motion passed unanimously.
Jason Wells moved with a second by Chris Dow to end closed session.  Motion passed unanimously.
The Board moved back into open session.

With no further action necessary, Chris Dow moved with a second by Jason Wells to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Burr

Executive Director
