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The Honorable Wesley Chesbro, Chair





April 19, 2011
Assembly Natural Resources Committee

1020 N Street, Room 164

Sacramento, CA 95814






Reference:  AB 1414





   
CLFA Position:  Support  (Bill Sponsor)

Dear Assemblymember Chesbro,


AB 1414 is a “good government” bill.  CLFA is sponsoring it because California law should be as clear and concise as possible.  As state licensed, Registered Professional Foresters, we have a special interest in the clarity of the Z’Berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973, (PRC 4511 et. seq.).

In carefully reviewing the Forest Practice Act, CLFA identified language that, over time, has become antiquated and essentially meaningless.  We then developed legislative language which has been introduced as a Committee bill.

If enacted, AB 1414 will streamline the Forest Practice Act by striking hundreds of unnecessary words from the PRC.   Examples of what will be removed are references to “District Technical Advisory Committees” which have been defunct for decades, a long-unused provision for the harvest of Pacific yew trees under a Timber Harvest Plan exemption, and redundant code language regarding the maintenance of forest road drainage facilities (such as waterbars) after the completion of timber harvest operations.
AB 1414 will also make the Act 100% neutral with respect to gender references.

There is nothing substantive or controversial about AB 1414.  It is simply a bipartisan Forest Practice Act “cleanup” bill that CLFA believes is timely and in the public interest.  Our Government Affairs Specialist, Bill Keye (bkeye@surewest.net  530-355-0670), is available to answer any questions.  
We are pleased that the Committee has introduced AB 1414, and respectfully ask you to support it with your votes.   
Sincerely,
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Jason S. Poburko

RPF #2769

President

California Licensed Foresters

JASON 8.
POBURKO





Cc:  The Honorable Steve Knight, Vice Chair, Assembly Natural Resources Committee.
        Members, Assembly Natural Resources Committee.

        CLFA Board of Directors.

        Mr. William Keye, CLFA Government Affairs.

        Mr. George Gentry, Executive Officer, California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.

        Mr. Ken Pimlott, Acting Director, CAL FIRE.
The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters.  The Association provides opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community.  Governed by an elected Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law.
