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June 23, 2011

The Honorable Jerry Brown

Governor of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814





Reference:  Fees for THPs – Timber Harvest Plans
Dear Governor Brown:

CLFA has learned that the proposed state budget passed by the Legislature last week included an unexpected $10 million fee for timber harvesting plans.  

We thank you for your veto of the budget, but are concerned that this issue may arise during continued budget discussions.  
Forest management requires a long-term perspective, because trees take many years to grow into the valuable logs that we use for lumber and other forest products.  Unfortunately, the hasty decision to inject THP fees into the recent budget reflects short-term thinking at its worst.

The fact is the Golden State’s forest products industry is suffering through the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression.  Piling more burdens onto an already distressed sector will delay economic recovery.        

In addition, California has the most stringent forest practice rules in the nation.  Lumber is a commodity, and California producers must compete for market share with states such as Oregon and Washington.  These states have regulatory costs many times less than ours here in California. 
California forest landowners already pay $30,000-50,000 for preparation of required THPs, and over $100,000 for NTMPs – Nonindustrial Timber Management Plans.  They simply cannot afford an additional $40,000 of fees on top of these extremely high costs.

These fees would not just hurt CLFA Members, they would devastate our industry and make the state that much more reliant on imported lumber – with all the questionable environmental impacts associated with that.
The proposed fees would have a devastating impact on struggling rural economies. They would undercut the state’s ability to compete on a level playing field by making many stands of timber uneconomical to manage.  They would further diminish rural job opportunities, thereby reducing tax revenues to both local and state government.  They would undercut dedicated and responsible forest landowners, very likely forcing some to seriously consider other, less environmentally desirable, uses for their lands.  
After all, if forestry is no longer economic, a prudent landowner isn’t going to sit on his or her hands.  Action will be taken, which could include forest conversion, parcelization or development.
The proposed fee abounds in negative unintended social, economic and environmental consequences.   It is a short-term solution with long-term problems.  CLFA respectfully request that it be excluded from future budget discussions.

Governor, thank you for the opportunity to share the views of CLFA, representing licensed professional foresters –  California’s working environmentalists.
Sincerely,
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Cc:  The Honorable Darrell Steinberg, Senate President pro Tempore.

        The Honorable Bob Dutton, Senate Minority Leader.

        The Honorable John A. Perez, Assembly Speaker.

        The Honorable Connie Conway, Assembly Minority Leader.
        CLFA Board of Directors.
The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters.  The Association provides opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community.  Governed by an elected Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law.
