CALIFORNIA LICENSED FORESTERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

GoToMeeting
Tuesday, July 22, 2021
6:00 pm
Minutes

Jason Wells called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm.
Board members present:  Robert Little, Ariel Roughton, George Gentry, Jeremy Wright, Mark Pugsley, Robert Broderick, Charll Stoneman, 
Board members absent: Joe Starr, Ricky Shurtz
Others present:  Kathleen Burr & Katherine Benedict
George Gentry moved with a second my Charll Stoneman to approve the agenda.
June Board Meeting minutes – Charll Stoneman moved with a second by Robert Little to approve the June Board minutes. Motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurers/Executive Director report – Kathleen Burr reported:
· Profit & Loss – Net Income - $4,055.10
· Balance Sheet – Total liabilities & Equity - $304,179.11
· Checking account - $33,335.41

· Money Market - $217,969.59
· Managed Accounts:

· Archaeology – Balance $33,335.41
· CLFA Scholarship – Balance $31,499.76
· Hazel Jackson – Balance $6,648.69
· Roy Richards – Balance $9,806.46
George Gentry moved with a second by Mark Pugsley to approve the July financials.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Memberships are coming in a little slower this year.
Archaeology expenses are up due to archeology account is paying for the teaching cadres hotel rooms and Pinon Resources is teaching at each class.
October 5-day initial class is full with 25 registrations for the first initial class of 2022.
September Board meeting is all set for September 18th at Shaver Lake.

November Board meeting is set for the 19th at the Gaia with the fall workshop the following day.
Jason Wells moved with a second by Robert Little to approve the May Financials.  Motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence –
· Jason received an email from Roger Sternberg, a local consultant, who was asking what actions CLFA will be taking in response to some of the protests that have been going on at Jackson Demonstration State Forest.  Jason let him know the Board has discussed this topic.  Jason reached out to Kevin Conway, Cal Fire, currently in charge and asked him what CLFA could do to support the state forest.  Per Kevin, the issue seems to be local.  Kevin has spoken to several legislators and they were supportive of Cal Fire and the state forest.  Jason would like to write a letter that focuses on the importance of state forest.  The board discussed various options to address this issue.
· Eureka breakfast group has been increasing their participation with the Humboldt students.  Elicia Goldsworthy has asked if CLFA would like to create a fund to assist in paying for student’s breakfasts.  The Board discussed different philosophies and ideas regarding this request.  Kathleen recommended to table for further review when the board is working on the 2022 budget.  Jason will reach out to Elicia and let her know CLFA will not be funding at this time.
Membership - Kathleen Burr reported:
· No new members this month.

Committee Reports: 
Forest Practice – Katherine Benedict reported:
· Management Committee 

· The staff report on the definition of “Crop of Trees” as it pertains to Timberland conversion and defensible space discussed possible approaches to addressing the issue. Approach #2, which makes the 30’ around a structure not considered Timberland, seems to be the most likely approach. Board staff will continue to look at the different approaches and will likely bring a plea forward for consideration next month.

· The Meadows and Cutover Land Rule Plead eliminates references to ‘cutover land’ as it is not a defined term in 895.1 and changes ‘Meadows and Other Wet Areas’ to ‘Meadows and Wet Areas’ as it is defined. 

· Forest Practice Committee
· The DRAFT Board Guidance Memorandum was changed to provide response to comment letters. There were comment letters received from Cal Fire, CDFW (attachments),   CNPS , and Fruit Growers (comment letter stated this memo may not be necessary because no problem has been identified).

· CDFW had concerns over the level of reliance on professional judgement of RPF, wanted more specificity and detail, and wanted a notification system for submission of botanical survey results.
· Cal Fire (Dennis Hall) talked about amendments versus adding information to a plan and said Cal Fire plans to release a guidance memo soon about the differences of these.
· The Board will continue to incorporate comments and make some improvements. The Committee chair wants this to be more like a recipe book (i.e.) if a new forester picked this up, would they know generally what to do?). A new draft will be brought forward next month. 
· The Emergency Rulemaking and Notice of Proposed Action for Registered Professional Foerster Responsibility in association with Emergency Notices was presented.
· The changes about RPF responsibility presented last month were not changed.
· Emergency Notice for Fuels Hazard Reduction slash requirements were changed; the Board provided two options: (1) slash has to be treated within 1 year from the date the Notice is accepted by Cal Fire, or (2) slash has to be treated within 1 year from the date of the start of operations; option 2 includes additional language about notifying Cal Fire about the start of operations. Following discussions, option #1 was the chosen option for consistency’s sake.
· The Board will make changes for next month’s meeting so it can do into effect in August. 
· The Substantially Damaged Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District rule plead was brought forward for consideration in next year’s rule making agenda; the proposed change is to include “and those described in 14 CCR 1080 et seq..” to 913.8, which references substantially damaged timberlands.
Full Board Meeting
· Executive Session – No reportable actions taken. 

· Consent Calendar Items –Motion confirmed unanimously to approve all consent calendar items, including the June Rulemaking Matrix, licensing vital statistics report, and PFEC appointment of Members Yana Valachovic and Daniele Lindler.

· Monthly Board Reports

· Chairman’s Report (Chair Gilless) 

· CAL FIRE Director’s Report (Chief Thom Porter): 

· Talked about the value of having a demonstration forest like Jackson.

· Fire protection: biggest concern for this year’s fire suppression efforts is hand crews; of the 152 funded hand crews, only 55 are available right now. The Department will employ a 100% suppression approach for all fires this year. 

· Of the 9,000 employees, under 10 reported Covid cases in the Department.

· The Sacramento headquarters is moving building locations in August and will be collocating with the State Fire Marshall for the first time. 

· Executive Officer Report (Matt Diaz, Executive Office of BOF): 

· Legislative Update 

· The Board letter to CDFW regarding CNDDB accessibility and affordability was approved for delivery to CDFW. 

· On July 6th, the State Water Board will be presenting on a new General Order for work done through the Cal VTP; Board staff will attend this presentation. 

· Report of the Regulations Program Manager: There was some initial confusion about the regulatory process for submitting both the Conversion ROW Exemption Amendments and the Conversion and ROW De Minimis Exemption Amendments; hoping to publish both of the NOPAs in the near future.

· Matt Diaz announced he is leaving the Board; this is his last BOF meeting.

· Report of the Standing Committees 

· Forest Practice Committee – Rich Wade, Committee Chair: No actionable items this month.

· Management Committee – Chris Chase, Committee Chair: No actionable items this month. 

· Resource Protections Committee – Darcy Wheeles, Committee Chair: No actionable items this month. Committee discussed the Land Use Planning Program update, the PRC 4290.5 Fire Safety Survey/Subdivision Review Unit update, and the Safety Element Reviews from the Counties of Mendocino and Mono and City of San Clemente. 

· Report of Board’s Advisory Committees

· Range Management Advisory Committee – Kristina Wolf: A letter expressing concerns of Tahoe NF hiring individuals without specialized range ecology training for range management specialist positions was presented.

· Effectiveness Monitoring Committee – Sue Husari: Approved the EMC Completed Research Assessment guidelines.

· Special Board Hearings/Reports – 

· The Board approved the Draft Research Report ; this final draft incorporated changes from public comments. 

· Presentation: Final Draft of the Report on Exempt Timber Harvesting for the Reduction of Fire Hazard Within 150 Feet of Structures (Drew Coe and Will Olsen): 

· Over 500 1038(c) submitted in 2019 and nearly 400 in 2021, vast majority reported less than 8 mbf removed and less than 1 acre in size.

· 36 of the sampled exemptions shared their costs: 27 of these reported financial loss from operations, averaging $11,500; 2 reported a profit; 7 broke even.

· Slash treatment met and exceeded expectations on nearly all Notices; 84% eliminated vertical fuel continuity; just over 50% met the requirements for defensible space per TRA #4 within 30’ of structures.

· Report recommends Cal Fire develops guidance on using this exemption to its intent with a focus on the 30’ zone around structures.

· This report will likely be approved during the July meeting.

· Presentation: Introduction of the California Forest Pest Conditions 2020 report (Tom Smith, Cal Fire Senior Plant Pathologist)

· 2019/2020 water year was the 13th driest on record; February 2020 was the driest ever recorded for the month.

· Bark and engraver beetle activity remained low in 2020; 2021 is having increased activity.

· Balsam Woolly Adelgid is causing mortality of grand fir in Del Norte, Humboldt, and Mendocino County.

· Mediterranean Oak Borer present in Napa, Lake, and Sonoma Counties, a new infestation was found in Citrus Heights (Sacramento County); CDFA has designated it as invasive but too extensive to control.

· Sudden Oak Death: The European strain was found in Del Norte County in 2020.

· Incense Cedar Canker: a species of Seiridium was found in branches and stem cankers; fungus is closely related to the cypress canker.

· Maple leaf scorch: possibly caused by a xylem bacterium, may be the same as one that impacts grapes; made worse by drought.

· Invasives: new invasives of concern in 2020 include Spotted knapweed in Plumas County, stinkwort, and North African wire grass. A new biotic control for yellow star thistle may become available soon. 
· Botany issue for CLFA to weigh in on – George Gentry feels that any recommendation coming from CLFA would be to support this notion that this is a guidance document and it should marry well with other guidance documents such as those in TRA2 and not be a regulatory document whatsoever at this point.  Robert Little asked Katherine to put together a draft letter and send it to Robert for review and then to Jason and the Board for approval that will be submitted to the Board of Forestry for comment.
· Fall Conference
· Jason sent out a poll to the membership with 110 responses regarding what topics they would like to be addressed in the fall workshop and the fall conference will be on Technical Rule Addendum No. 2.  
· George Gentry will send Jason & the Education committee information/the agenda on Cal Fire’s training they have been working on with Cal Fire staff regarding this rule.  
· Kathleen noted that the brochure needs to be completed by September 10th to start advertising for this workshop.
Scholarships 

· Kathleen will send Charll samples of previous scholarship questions and Charll will be working on creating questions.  Kathleen will send the Board members the CLFA list of who the scholarship announcement is currently sent to.
· Kathleen requested to receive the final scholarship questions so they can be sent out by October 1, 2021.

· Diane Dealey Neill & the mentorship program will receive notice of all CLFA Scholarships to send out to their contact lists.
Outreach Committee

· Ariel Roughton reported that the mentorship program is opening up to all forestry programs at the universities.  Kathleen still manages their programs account.

Licensing – Robert Little reported:
· Exam results – 28% passed the last RPF licensing test.  George Gentry let the Board know that consulting & state foresters did the best.  Study groups make a huge difference.  This exam was extremely difficult. 

· Robert will obtain the list of those new RPFs from Dan Stapleton and send them to Kathleen.  She will send a welcome/invitation letter out to each person offering a free one-year membership.
Legislation – Jason Wells reported:

· Joe Starr placed a full report on the board Google drive.
· The CFA bill that will extend timber harvest plans is moving along.  No update.
Water & Wildlife – Mark Pugsley and George Gentry reported:
· George Gentry reported that, today, the governor issued a proclamation a while ago that directed the State Water Resources Board and the Department of Fish & Wildlife needed to look at minimum flow requirements in light of the drought.  CDFW recommends minimum flow requirements for the Scott Valley & the Shasta Drainage and they are very low.  Mostly due to cannabis for Shasta and Scott Valley is alfalfa and cattle.  They are issuing emergency regulations and issuing curtailment orders which would more or less end the ability of water rights users to draw down any ground or surface water.  The Cal Forest Nursery is included in this issue which currently has 30 million seedlings which approximately 20 million are earmarked for California for restoration and reforestation after the fires of 2020.  Although, they don’t use a lot of water, those seedings will not last without adequate water supply.   If they are allowed to move forward with this, that would mean in a couple of weeks this would be law.  Comments are due July 23rd.  George will recommend that an exemption be carved out for ecological restoration and climate change mitigation including reforestation nurseries.  The Board discussed numerous aspects of this issue.  Penalties could reach $1,000 per day.  
Communications – Ariel Roughton reported:
· Website is updated with current Board member bios and Board meeting dates.
· Jason will send out a pole to the Board members to hold a website tutorial.

· The Board discussed reaching out to members to attend the board meetings.  

· George Gentry recommended CLFA to purchase a microphone and two sets of speakers so that when the Board meets in person, those that are participating remotely can hear and comment when they are not present.

· George Gentry also recommended that procedures be set-up for those members who would attend the board meeting and wish to provide public comments to the Board.

· Charll recommended that CLFA needs to reach out to our members multiple times informing them of the Board meeting time and date and to reach out to Kathleen if they would like to participate.  Charll stated that he did not feel there needed to be set procedures for participation.  George disagreed and said that with the virtual meetings we could have a large number of participants. 

· All Board meeting information is posted on the website and also in the newsletter.

· Jason discussed that the Board has never been a closed group.

· Robert feels we should add a 30-minute slot to all agendas for membership comments and participation.  The Board discussed various options for this participation.

· Mark Pugsley suggested the comment time should be for discussion of non-agenda items.
Old Business:
· Jason reminded the Board members everyone needs to review the strategic plan for any updates the current Board would like.  George recommended to allocate a specific time for the new Board to work on this document.  Jason informed the Board that he feels the strategic plan should be reviewed and approved as the guidance document at the beginning of each new Board.  Robert recommended Board members review the strategic plan and submit any changes.  Robert Little is ready to approve the strategic plan as is. Jason would like the Board to review and submit comments to him on this document.
· Non-paid member list – Charll has reached out to members already.  Charll asked how the membership income is this year compared to previous years.  This year is one of the lowest.  Charll is concerned of errors made on the list as Kathleen missed Harlan’s payment.  Charll feels there may be more members on this list that she could have missed.  Kathleen said she does not delete members if they do not pay a year or two.  As over the years some members may have a difficult year or two and then will pay.  Robert Little will call 10 people on the list that is in Google docs.  Only Jason and Charll have contacted people.  Charll reviewed comments from people why they have or have not paid their membership dues.
· No Board of Forestry meeting in August.

· Mathew Reischman has officially been appointed Deputy Director for Resource Management.

Robert Little moved with a second by George Gentry to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Burr

Executive Director
